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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES 


4,100 acres burned, 180 struc- 
tures lost, 50% contained 


148,000 acres burned, 537 
structures lost, 15% contained 


TAKING THE HEAT 


: 15,619acres burned, 123 struc- : 
tures lost, 85% contained 


42lacres burned, six homes 
lost, 75% contained 
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This property on Skyline Drive in Laguna Hills was dubbed the “miracle house” because it was the area’s only survivor of an October 1993 fire 
that destroyed all other properties surrounding it. Its fire-resistant construction holds lessons for those who build in fire zones, experts say. 


Can hazards be cut as 
development pushes 
deeper into fire zones? 


By Jeff Collins 
JeffCollins@scng.com 
@RegJeffCollins on Twitter 


Twenty-four years later, Southern 
California firefighters still talk about 
the “miracle house” on Skyline Drive. 

The Laguna Beach street was lined 
with ash, rubble and solitary chimneys 
— all remnants of recently burned-out 
homes. But in the middle of the devas- 
tation stood a single white, stucco-sided 
home, its walls untouched and its vol- 
canic pumice roof unscathed. 

The house was the sole survivor on 
Skyline during the 1993 Laguna Beach 
fire, which took 366 homes. 
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MORE INSIDE 


a Gov. Jerry Brown 
sees Ventura County’s 
fire toll. NEWS 4 

= Updates from the 
fires across Southern 
California. NEWS 4 

= What are the air 
quality and weather 
conditions? NEWS 5 
= Is living near the 
wilderness worth the 
risks? NEWS 6 


Sean deAvila 
and Jeremy 
Frances from 
Cal Fire's 

San Mateo 
station have 
been working 
Sylmar’s Creek 
fire. They try to 
keep in touch 
with loved 
ones, who 
worry about 
the risks they 
face in the 
field. 


JOHN MCCOY 
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


Wildland firefighters endure long days, 


quick meals and plenty of risks working region’s fires 


By Brooke Staggs 


bstaggs@scng.com, @JournoBrooke on Twitter 


The sun had set Tuesday when Tim Hur- 
ley and his strike crew from the U.S. For- 
est Service’s Kernville station first made 
it to the front lines of the Creek fire above 
Sylmar. Flames were shooting sideways as 
they tore through the dry brush, fueled by 
erratic Santa Ana winds. 

Hurley immediately got to work man- 
ning an engine with one goal: to keep the 
fire from jumping Oro Vista Avenue into 
the dense tract of homes below. 

Even after 11 years as a wildland fire- 


fighter, he said there’s still a rush of nerves 
when he first drives up to such a chaotic 
scene. 

“But you get used to it,” the 39-year-old 
said. “You just go to work.” 

Hurley worked for 24 hours straight that 
first day, fueled by adrenaline, coffee and 
Red Bull. 

After a couple more 16-hour shifts — bro- 
ken up by quick meals and hard sleeps in 
a trailer at the nearby Creek Fire Camp — 
the sandy blond finally felt like he could 
catch his breath Saturday. 

Hurley sat behind the wheel of his pale 
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Group helps make 
veterans more mobile 


The nonprofit All from the 


Under Trump, ICE arrests have surged 


Heart, based in Temecula, 
hands out motorized wheel- 
chairs to veterans and their 
spouses. LOCAL 1 


A trip to Mongolia offers 
a unique adventure 


The vast nation that is situated 
between Russia and China of- 
fers exotic locales and adven- 
tures, with deserts, peaks and 
gold mines. LIFESTYLE 1 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


For years, 60-year-old Osve- 
lia Maldonado-Gomez had 
made a living working as a cos- 
metologist while helping care 
for her grandchildren. 

But a nonviolent criminal 
record led to her recent depor- 
tation that has left her family 
devastated. Maldonado-Go- 


mez, who lived in Rancho Cu- 
camonga, put down roots in 
the U.S. for about 30 years. Her 
husband and three of her eight 
grandchildren are U.S. citizens. 
Maldonado-Gomez was the 
kind of person “who would take 
care of all her family, emotion- 
ally and financially, in Mex- 
ico and in the United States,” 
said her granddaughter, Yael 
Pineda, 22. 
Maldonado-Gomez’s depor- 


tation shows how immigration 
officers are answering Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s call for 
an immigration crackdown. 
Since Trump took office, the 
number of people apprehended 
at the border has dropped, but 
arrests of immigrants inside 
the country have surged, ac- 
cording to end-of-year immi- 
gration enforcement numbers 
released by the Department of 
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TICKETS 


Money 
for health 


care set 
to dry up 


Congress hasn't 
provided long-term 
funding for children’s 
insurance program 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


Sofia Cortez has had her share 
of bad breaks in the past seven 
months. 

The energetic 6-year-old from 
Riverside broke her elbow while 
bouncing on a trampoline. Then 
came a broken pinkie finger at 
day care. The federal Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, or 
CHIP, paid for Sofia’s medical 
care. 

“Thank God we had (CHIP),” 
said Sofia’s mother, Raquel Cor- 
tez, a 27-year-old single mom 
who works as an office assistant 
and attends Riverside City Col- 
lege. “It allows me to make ends 
meet during hard times.” 

Federal funding for the pro- 
gram expired Sept. 30. State 
and federal officials are using 
unspent dollars and grants to 
patch the funding gap and keep 
CHIP going through the end of 
the year, but a long-term fix is 
needed by Dec. 31. 

It will take congressional ac- 
tion to restore the federal CHIP 
funding. Until then, there’s 
health insurance uncertainty 
for about 9 million children na- 
tionwide, including 1.3 million in 
California and almost 600,000 in 
Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside 
and San Bernardino counties, 
who rely on CHIP. 

“Everybody loves kids and 
everybody realizes kids need 
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DAN WATSON — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


Gary Ganson and San Bernardino’s 
Aquinas High fell to Simi Valley’s 
Grace Brethren High on Saturday 
in the Division 2-A regional 
championship. SPORTS 1 
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